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coming across an old friend In a
foreign land
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We know that the law Is spiritual;
but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave

to sin.
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| do not understand what | do. For
what | want to do | do not do, but
what | hate | do.
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<<But the tax collector stood at a
distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said,
<God, have mercy on me, a sinner.>
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<<| tell you that this man, rather than
the other, went home justified before
God. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.>>
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But now a righteousness from God,
apart from law, has been made
known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify.
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This righteousness from God
comes through faith in Jesus Christ
to all who believe. There is no
difference,
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for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,
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and are justified freely by his grace

through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus.
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God presented him as a sacrifice of
atonement, through faith in his blood. He
did this to demonstrate his justice,
because In his forbearance he had left the
sins committed beforehand unpunished--
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he did it to demonstrate his justice
at the present time, so as to be just
and the one who justifies those who
have faith in Jesus.
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Where, then, is Dboasting? It s
excluded. On what principle? On that

of observing the law? No, but on that
of faith.
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For we maintain that a man is
justified by  faith apart from
observing the law.
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Yet to all who received him, to those
who believed In his nhame, he gave
the right to become children of God
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children born not of natural descent,

nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God.
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JUSTIFICATION
by FAITH
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Do we, then, nullity the law by this
faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold
the law.
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You have been set free from sin
and have become slaves to
righteousness.
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| put this In human terms because you are weak
in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer
the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and
to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them
In slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.
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For | tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the
Pharisees and the teachers of the
law, you will certainly not enter the
kingdom of heaven.
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Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view
of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God--this is your spiritual act of worship.
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Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what
God's will 1s--his good, pleasing and
perfect will.
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The night is nearly over; the day is
almost here. So let us put aside the

deeds of darkness and put on the
armor of light.
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Let us behave decently, as In the
daytime, not In orgles and
drunkenness, not In sexual
immorality and debauchery, not In
dissension and jealousy.
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Rather, clothe yourselves with
, and do not think

about how to gratify the desires of the
sinful nature.




