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T E “H]” The "Thorns' in Life

Financial hardship?

A rebellious child?
Marital struggles?
Chronic illness?
Sorrow in one’s heart?

17K 0> ? Becoming Discouraged in

Serving?
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A thorn in Paul’s flesh
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/ or because of these surpassingly great revelations.
Therefore, In order to keep me from becoming
conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a

messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times |
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.
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Regarding this "thorn”, the Bible reveals four points:

1. B fEPREE [WES B ) (12:7)

It was given in Paul’s "flesh" (12:7)

2. AR 8 BEIE IR’

It was not brought upon himself or caused by sin
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It was an attack from Satan
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Paul asked God three times to remove the thorn, but
his request was not granted
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Matthew 26:44 "So He left them,
went away again, and prayed a third
time, saying the same words."
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God typically responds to prayer in four ways:
="Yes" (Approval)
»"No" (Refusal)
*"Not Now" (Waiting)
="Not This" (Something Better)
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/ or because of these surpassingly great revelations.
Therefore, In order to keep me from becoming
conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times |
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.
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23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) | am more. | have
worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and
been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times | received from the Jews the forty
lashes minus one. 2> Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted with

stones, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, %°|
have been constantly on the move. | have been in danger from rivers, in danger from
bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. ?7 | have
labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have known hunger and thirst
and have often gone without food; | have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything
else, | face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.
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The Lord’s grace is sufficient
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But he said to me, “My grace Is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me.
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Grace is a spontaneous gift from God — "generous,
free and totally unexpected and undeserved" ---that
cannot be earned. wikipedia.com
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For |t is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this Is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God.
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fullness we have all received grace in place of grace
already given. ... grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ.
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But by the grace of God, | am what | am, and
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nis grace to
me was not without effect. No, | worked harder than all of
them—yet not |, but the grace of God that was with me.
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The life I now live in the body, | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.
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Weakness turned to strength through grace
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10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, |

delight in weaknesses, in insults, In
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.
For when | am weak, then | am strong.




DLW 440 : 29 EZH, fulGEe
71; K5, fMimA=E.

Isaiah 40:29 He gives strength to
the weary and increases the
power of the weak
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You are not alone!
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2 Corinthians 1:4 Who comforts us in
all our troubles, so that we can
comfort thoose in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from
God.
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Deuteronomy 33:25 Your strength
will equal your days.
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A thorn in Paul’s flesh
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The Lord’s grace is sufficient
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Weakness turned to strength through grace
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New Living Translation (NLT) Don’t worry about
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what
you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then
you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds

anything we can understand. His peace will guard your
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
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Rely on God in weakness; Experience
God in adversity; Draw upon grace in
times of need; for God said, "My grace
is sufficient for you.”



