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Exploring the Stages

of Spiritual Growth
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Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who through the righteousness of our God

and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as
precious as ours:
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abundance through the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord.
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everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and goodness.
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Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may
participate 1n the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
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every effort to add to your faith goodness; and
to goodness, knowledge;
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self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness;
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and to godliness, mutual affection;

and to mutual affection, love.
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qualities 1n increasing measure, they will keep

you from being ineffective and unproductive in
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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But whoever does not have them 1s nearsighted
and blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their past sins.
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Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every

effort to confirm your calling and election. For
if you do these things, you will never stumble,
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But and you will receive a rich welcome 1nto the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ.
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Introduction: Reflecting on Spiritual
Growth by Looking Back at the Past
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I. Characteristics of this passage
in Peter's letter
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II. The New Believer Phase: This includes
knowing the Lord, receiving promises, escaping
the corruption 1n the world, and participating in

the divine nature.
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beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be

taken forward to maturity, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,

and of faith in God,
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rites, the laylng on of hands, the resurrection of the
dead, and eternal judgment.
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I1I. The Progress Phase:

Exercising diligence, faith, goodness, etc.
- the phase of deepening growth.
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IV. The Rational Phase: We are to grow in
knowledge, self-control, and perseverance.
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Knowledge putfs up
while love builds up (?!)
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Now about food sacrificed to idols: We
know that "We all possess knowledge." But
knowledge putts up while love builds up.
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V. Reflecting on Godliness and Love
- The Stage of Spiritual Maturity
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consider myself yet to have taken hold of 1t. But
one thing I do: Forgetting what 1s behind and
straining toward what 1s ahead,
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toward the goal to Win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward 1n Christ Jesus.




